SPRING 2016

The 2015 Poetry Slam Edition
Last November, 270 poet-athletes gathered at Cuyahoga Community College for a
rousing, thought-provoking and inspiring Poetry Slam. Each year, our Core teams work
tirelessly to perfect their poetry performances, and each year, they get better and better!
We at SCORES— along with the judges, board members, and other community
members— were blown away by the depth and sophistication of our poets’ work last fall.
Congratulations to all of you— the 2015 Poetry Slam’s success is yours!

SAVE THE DATE
March 1— First Day of Programming
March 17 & 18— Scrimmages
March 24-April 3— Spring Break
April 7 & 8— First Game Days!
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Page 2-19: Team poems and photos
Page 6: Group photo
Page 20: Thank you page
Page 21-26: Individual poems and photos
Page 27: National Slam poet
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ARTEMUS WARD ELEMENTARY
TEAM POEMS

Violence and Peace
Girls Team

Why do adults and kids die for no good reason?
Why can’t people just stop killing?
Why do people do drugs?
Why can’t people be happy the way they are?
Why are the streets like wars?
Why can’t people just be friendly?
Violence is contagious and has no cure.
Peace is the cure.
Why do kids get bullied in school?
Why can’t people just love each other?
Why do people fight over what religion is best?
Why can’t freedom of religion be everyone's individual choice?
Why do people shoot each other?
Why can’t we be friends and not enemies?
Why do gangs kill people?
We don’t need violence, we need peace.
Once violence starts, it seems to never end.
We should have peace around the world.
With all the craziness and silly violence in the world, don’t you think we
need a little peace?!
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The Power of America SCORES
Boys Team
Everything in soccer is about kicking and scoring goals.
Every part of soccer will ignite your soul.
In soccer, emotions happen and go from good to bad,
something could happen in a game that could make you very sad.
Even the power of poetry is really fun
and every soccer game gives us the chance to sprint and run.
Awesomeness is always happening as a part of America SCORES
It is a feeling that will rattle you right down to your core.
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BUHRER DUAL LANGUAGE SCHOOL
TEAM POEMS
Soccer Star
Girls Team
Soccer, soccer, soccer we are the best,
and we are going to win the next game.
We are soccer stars,
who believe in playing together as a team,
is important.
Being spontaneous, being bright for the game
and it’s our time. Soccer is awesome,
just like there is, Messi, Ronaldo,
Alex Morgan, and the FIFA stars.
Give your hundred percent no matter what,
you’ll be the star, they have never seen before,
Go get that ball and go make that goal.
Even if we don’t win,
be the star who never gives up.
Play hard, practice every day,
summer is almost ending, and winter is almost here,
so go out and play.
Play like a girl that loves to play hard,
go play soccer to be the next star.
Kicking the ball, with all our strength,
we give it all to win the soccer game!
To us, soccer is learning,
We are stars who love soccer,
We are soccer girls who love stars,
We are soccer girls who love the fields,
We are girls who have the need, speed.
This is the poem that you’ve all been waiting for, Soccer Stars!
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The Soccer Planet
Boys Team
The soccer planet has many soccer fields,
the soccer planet is fun,
the soccer planet is competitive.
In the soccer planet, there are referees.
They make each game safe.

In the soccer planet, there is no pollution,
for then the fields are nice and green.
The soccer planet has many
famous soccer players,
who teach younger players like you.
The soccer planet is a peaceful and beautiful place.
We like the soccer planet,
because soccer is our favorite sport,
and a planet for only soccer gives out support.
On the soccer planet there are multicolored soccer balls,
that bounce and roll and fly into goals.
The fields are long
and spread in large areas,
where you can run and kick and exercise.
The soccer planet is beautiful and lovely,
this planet is the best planet in our eyes,
and we stay there and keep on playing.
The soccer planet is different
than any other planet,
there is no other planet as good as the soccer planet!

Silver Mic Award
Winner
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CASE ELEMENTARY
TEAM POEMS
SCORES
Girls Team
S- S is for sharing
C- C is for caring
O- O is for opinionated
In my opinion this violence has to stop.
In my opinion even a princess can
become president someday.
In my opinion all lives matter.
R-R is for respect
E- E is for entertaining
S- S is for strength
Strength is what we need
Strength is what we have
Ladies what does that spell??
SCORES!

PLEASE
Boys Team
What happened to using fists,
and not shooting 3 year-olds, 10 year-olds,
and 5 month-olds?
Please, what happened to using fists?
Please do not kill the kids, please.
Please do not kill the poor people.
Stay inside, please.
Press charges.
Please
Turn yourself into jail
Apologize to the kids, families and friends
And the dead people and babies
Say you’re sorry to those you killed.
Please.
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FULLERTON SCHOOL
TEAM POEMS
Gold Mic Award
Winner

Love
Girls Team

Love sometimes can be so strange.
I hear people say I love you all the time but do they really mean it?
Keep in mind that love can go either way. It can be bitter or sweet.
Just know you can do it because you are as strong as love.
When someone tells you they love you, you should ask them…
Will you hurt me?
What does love feel and sound like to you?
Is love as easy as you say it is?
I don’t want to get hurt again.
If you know you really don’t mean it…then don’t say I love you.
This is what love is to me…
Love is like the maple syrup that runs down my stack of pancakes…it can be sticky and sweet.
Love is as soft as my fluffy pillow when I lie down and go to sleep;
it gives me comfort like my favorite teddy bear when I sometimes have to weep.
Love sounds like gospel music in church.
It’s as pleasant as the people singing, clapping and saying amen.
Love sounds like smooth jazz when it relaxes my mom at the end of the day.
It’s the love of music that sends her blues away.
Love is smiles and laughter.
Love looks like a rose when it is blooming in the sun.
It smells as sweet as my grandmother’s vanilla perfume.
It smells like fried chicken cooking in the kitchen.
Love looks and smells so good!
So when I say “I love you”…I mean it.
These are not just words I say to anyone.
Like I said…love is bittersweet and I’m glad I get to share my love with you.
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Sportsmanship
Boys Team
Swag on deck.
Swag so fresh.
Swag on deck!
You have my respect!
HUT HUT!
Sportsmanship is really good
And if we try I know we could
At the end, just say, “good game.”
Win or lose we’re all the same.
HUT HUT!
Football is fun!
I boom rush people.
Brush with fame. I play the game.
Football is all about teamwork…
AND WINNING!
HUT HUT!
Football is my favorite sport
It feels unreal
When I cross ’em up down the football field.
TOUCHDOWN!
HUT HUT!
Teamwork is cool and all but
When I cross him up I made him fall
Said, “It’s okay. Sorry for the weight.”
I’m not Two Chains. I’m Drake.
HUT HUT!
Sportsmanship!
www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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LUIS MUÑOZ MARIN SCHOOL
TEAM POEMS

LMM is #1!
Boys Team
LMM boys are here to stay.
We love to play soccer every day.
Whether it’s hot or whether it’s cold,
We boys are always going for gold.

Girls Love to Rock & Roll
Girls Team

We like rapping and pencil tapping
Our poetry is cool.
It makes other schools drool.
When we get on the field,
LMM boys rule.

Running down the field
Chasing the ball
The whistle blows
We work as a team
to score our goals

Our team is so nice
when we dribble the ball.
Kick, pass, shoot – our opponents fall.

We play to win
We play for fun
It’s all about friends
Family and supporting
everyone

With practice, we’re fantastic.
With friendship, we’re majestic.
With teamwork, we make
the dream work.

A losing team
Makes the coach scream
But it doesn’t matter
Because we know
we’ll get better
Off the field we are poets
We have lots to say
We are expressive
and creative
And our poems get better each day

We are all leaders.
We are #1 and we will
make you believers.
We all want to win,
We all want to succeed,
But LMM’s differences will
put us in the lead.
Spanish, Arabic, and English too,
We’ve got it all…how about you?
We’ve seen all the teams,
We’ve heard all the chatter,
Soccer or poetry…it doesn’t matter.
At the end of the day,
When put to the test,
LMM is #1
LMM is the best!
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MOUND STEM SCHOOL
TEAM POEMS
Major Impact
Girls Team
We at Mound STEM make
a major impact
Just because we’re kids
doesn’t mean we can’t
Impact our school, our hood,
and our city
Each day we come to school
and listen to teachers
We learn about the world
and peoples’ unique features
We don’t solve our problems with fists
We just mediate like this
We talk about the problem
and find the solutions
So we can get along

Bronze Mic Award
Winner

Sometimes it can be hard to talk
instead of fight
But each of us is special
and being different is alright
As we start to grow up we must
remember what we learned
We treat each other with respect
so we don’t get upset
Put down our fists and talk it out
Solving problems doesn’t
always mean violence
And real changes will
come about soon.
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Our Team
Boys Team
You might’ve kicked
the ball hard,
Or dribbled quickly
down the field.
You acted tough
after that red card,
And thought that other teams would yield.
You talked a big game,
About how your team
was fast.
We heard all the things
you claim,
We had to put you on blast.

Our team is as good as gold,
As close as brothers,
we can’t be beat.
When we pass the ball
we’re bold,
Selfish players
can’t compete.
Our team is the
perfect machine,
Always working together.
We crossed them up
and made them lean,
That’s what makes us better.
We play like a dream,
We own the other team.
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ROBINSON G. JONES ELEMENTARY
TEAM POEMS

Beyond the Stars
Girls Team
Shooting for the stars is not
enough for me.
My dreams will land me
in some far off galaxy.
BUT
Landing on the stars is
a great start.
It means I’m halfway there.
So, I’m doing my part.
Stars are just a resting place
for me.
I am not meant to stay.
Family, friends and teachers…
Thank you for telling me to
shoot for the stars,
For it is a great start.
BUT
My dreams will land me much farther away.
Beyond the stars!
www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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Family
Boys Team
What is your favorite subject?
Mine is family.
I have two brothers, Allen and Carter,
they keep it real with you.
My family is good.
We never let go, like people in the hood.
We are a family.
I love my dad, mom, and brother.
When I say family, you say cool!
Family! Cool!
Family will be there whenever you
need them.
My family is cool. My family is cool.
I love my family and
my family loves me too.
I love my family and friends.
I’ll always love them until the end.
Family.
I love my mom and dad ‘til the end.
When I say family you say good!
This is a good! Family!
There are friends and good! Family!
And there are enemies.
My family is awesome.
Everyone knows me.
My family is awesome.
I love my family.
My family is nice.
I love my mom and dad and sister too.
My family loves me and
I love them too.
I have a team and we are family too.

www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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WADE PARK ELEMENTARY
TEAM POEMS
Power
Girls Team

having greatness,
just no more killing

Some people are using
their power wrong
anyone can have power
The power’s in you,
the power’s in me
The power we have
can change our city,
it could get better in Cleveland
Listen to what we have to say

Where is the power
deep inside of you,
let the light shine
let the power bust through

Power is not hard, and love is not
bad,
Sometimes you will forget but you
will always be loved

Always smile,
never give up,
Think positive
Take each day at a time.

Where is the power,
where is the love,
where is the happiness
that came from above

I am my own future focusing with
my own power
Smiling is our best feature always
believe in…

Power is not about strength it’s all
about the love,
having confidence in yourself
means to be pumped up

Hey Power!

Silver Mic Award
Winner

Cleveland has love flying
high in the sky,
heart full of butterflies
pretty in disguise

Keep an A1 attitude
smiling all the time,
believe in one another
never put her down.
Learn to use your power
you could be a superhero, being
hopeful,
www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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I Stand
Boys Team
I’m here before you
and I raise my hand.
I’m making a promise
to take a stand.

Gold Mic Award
Winner

I stand against violence
so I stand for peace.
I stand against crime
so it will decrease.
I stand against bullying
and weapons too.
I stand for justice for me
and for you.
I stand against abuse
it doesn’t matter what kind.
I stand for strong bodies and healthy young minds.

Listen up little kid
we’re here to say
We stand up each
and every day.
Stop the violence and the killing.
We need more. We need healing!
Stand up!
Stand up!
You can make a difference for me and for you!
Stand up!
www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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WILLOW ELEMENTARY
TEAM POEMS

Soccer and School
Girls Team
School is the truth,
school is right,
we’re going to have
some fun tonight.
We’re all good that’s okay,
but we’re going to win today.
We’re all fair,
yes we are,
its all about being a star.
School is hay,
school is hi,
are you feeling like going
bye, bye?
You’re okay,
but we won,
but it’s just about having fun.
Tell the truth
don’t be a root
of the Willow Elementary School!

What It Means To Be A Team
Boys Team
We are Willow School
We’ve come to present to you
A tale of what it means
To be a perfect team.
Kindness is what we do
Being respectful to me and you
Whether with a pencil or a ball
We will help you if you fall.
In the beginning it was tough
We had to learn enough
About leadership, sharing,
working together
Hot or cold,
no matter the weather.
Now that the season’s
come to an end
Our team is a perfect ten
Cheering for teammates,
helping friends
From now until the very end!
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THANK YOU to those who helped make the
2015 Poetry Slam a huge success!
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2015’s TOP INDIVIDUAL POEMS
Confusion
I love my life; my life is full of hearts and flowers.
I hate my life; my life if full of meanness and demons.
I love my life; it’s full of the joy God has given me within
I hate my life; it’s full of teasing and bullying from people on the
outside
Life can be so confusing…
One day you’re my friend.
The next day you’re talking about me behind my back!
My mom says… “Oh I love you baby girl.”
In the next breath… “You get on my nerves go somewhere.”
Her actions don’t match her words.
Life is full of ups and downs but I know I can make it
because of my confidence and the belief I have in myself.
As long as I got God, I don’t need nobody else.
Life can be so confusing…
I know sometimes I run my mouth to all of you
but it’s only because I feel like I am not getting any help at all.
But now I know I got to stay in my groove
and soon I will be just like you…
with all A’s no C’s or D’s.
I don’t want to be a follower but a leader.
It’s hard to become a leader when you don’t know how!
Like I said…Life can be so confusing.
I know you are afraid to help me because you’re afraid I am
going to steal.
I’m not here to steal your shine but make my own!
Just know it’s enough radiance for all of us to glow.
I stand before you…confused no more!
by Feliciana T.
4th Grade, Fullerton School
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The Woman I Want To Be
I never knew this lady but stories tell us all
Her kind heart made her first to help
Whenever friends would call.
Mom tells me about the times when
As a kid she’d throw a fit
Grandma said let’s “talk it out”
She never used her hit
Her patience and her confidence
Can be seen in mom today
When I make bad choices
I hear, “What would grandma say”
Both woman go thru life to see
Their children preserver
Overcome great challenges
And succeed without a fear.
How lucky is a girl like me
To have role models to admire
When I have a daughter of my own
I hope she has my fire.
by Omika L.
4th grade, Mound STEM School
www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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A Letter to Exhaustion
Dear Exhaustion,
You feel like a bowl of ants
You must like to mess with me
You taste like broccoli in a rotten shoe
You smell like sweat on dirty books.

I feel like I don’t even exist
I feel like I’m walking through purple fire
I just want to sleep for a week!
When you’re with me, I don’t want to play
Football, basketball or soccer.
And when I’m not outside my friends feel sad
And want to play with me.
Exhaustion, you make me so mad!
by Camron B.
4th Grade, Willow Elementary
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Think
Think, Think, Think
A let the bad things go down the sink.
You have to think all the time
To get a good rhyme.
Accept life is hard,
because thinking is also hard
You are a poetry king
And let your words sing.
by Jalijah T.
5th Grade, Case Elementary
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Summer
There is a season,
better than the others,
the season I love
is called the summer.
The hot weather,
the longer days,
calls for ice cream
and games outside.
We gather up the family
for a summer party,
We like to play music,
fill the pool with daddy.
With mommy I plant flowers,
we stay up late to see the stars
that shower.
We go to the movies,
we go to the zoo,
we plan a vacation,
with the family too.
We grill hamburgers,
we love to play,
we see the fireworks,
on Independence Day.
These are some reasons,
I like to stay,
summer is the season,
for the food, the games,
the parties, and others,
I would never like to end my summer.

by Keilarys M.
5th Grade, Buhrer Dual Language School
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Living in Cleveland

The Life
I wake up in the morning thinking
what I’m gonna do.
But then I gotta see if it would come true.
First I go to school, then I go to practice.
Did you know I’m good at rap antics?
Everyone knows what I’m about to say.
I hope everything is gonna go my way.
This is the life, I roll the dice.
I play it for real, this is the deal.
I say it now, talking to the crowd.
Look at me now, as I look up in the clouds.
by Darryl J.
5th Grade, RG Jones School

These streets are getting worse.
People getting killed in Cleveland,
The West side,
The East side,
Everywhere in this city.
The rich are getting richer.
The poor are getting poorer.
Slow creep, shots fired,
BANG, BANG, BANG!
Innocent baby is dead!
Innocent bystanders!
Babies!
A 6 month old, a 3 year old and a 5 year old,
All in one month.
I watch the news and think to myself,
I’m blessed!
This violence needs to stop!
We need a community meeting
I love Cleveland, just without the violence!
This is my life, living in Cleveland.

by Aaliyah H.
5th Grade, RG Jones School
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CONGRATULATIONS, FELICIANA!

“I write to express myself. I just write and
I let my emotions out.”
Feliciana, a 4th grader at Fullerton School, has been chosen to represent
America SCORES Cleveland at this year’s National Poetry Slam! Feliciana’s
poem, “Confusion,” received a standing ovation at November’s regional
Poetry Slam and at the Slavic Village P-16 meeting in December.
Feliciana will perform “Confusion” at United Way’s Annual Meeting this
March before she goes to New York City for the National Slam on April 11th.
Congratulations and good luck, Feliciana!
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America SCORES Cleveland would like to thank the following local
sponsors who continue to make our program a success:
TEAM CHAMPIONS
$50,000-$99,000

FANS
$5,000-$9,999

The Cleveland Foundation
P4SS, a program of Greater Cleveland
Neighborhood Centers Association
Third Federal Foundation

Anonymous Donor Family, the Cleveland
Foundation
Aon Foundation
AXA Foundation
Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund & Credit First
National Association
Forest City Enterprises, Inc.
Howard & O’Brien Executive Search

SCORING CHAMPIONS
$25,000-$49,999
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Fairmount Minerals Foundation
United Way of Greater Cleveland

SUPPORTERS
$2,500-$4,999

MVPS
$10,000-$24,999
The Abington Foundation
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
MyCom Initiative
Ohio Savings Bank
The Stocker Foundation
Thomas H. White Foundation, a KeyBank Trust

Anonymous Corporate Donor
Anonymous Individual Donor
KeyBank Foundation
RPM International, Inc.
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland

Find us online!
Facebook.com/SCORESCleveland
@SCORESCleveland
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3631 Perkins Avenue, Unit 2CE • Cleveland, Ohio 44114 • 216-881-7988
America SCORES Cleveland serves over 250 poet-athletes in 8 public K-8 schools!

