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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Spring 2015 Season: 

 

February 25 Core Program Begins 

March 2 Jr. SCORES Begins 

March 16 Middle School Begins 

IN THIS ISSUE! 
 

Pages 2-6 Core Program 

 

Pages 7-10 Poetry SLAM 

 

Pages 11-13 Middle School 

 

Pages 14-15 Jr. SCORES 

America SCORES Cleveland Fall Season 

 

The fall season may be over, but we hope you continue 

to write poems and stories and play soccer every 

chance you get over the winter. Before you know it, the 

weather will start to warm up and America SCORES 

Cleveland programming will be up and running again 

for the spring season! 

 

Until then, we hope you all have a great winter and  

holiday season, and we look forward to seeing you 

again in the spring! 

 

-The Staff of America SCORES Cleveland 

Fall 2014, Vol. 1 

Poetry & Soccer 

 

I like poetry because you speak your mind 

I like poetry because you speak your rhymes 

 

You can write how you feel, happy or sad 

Or you can write something silly, scary, or mad 

You can use similes with your line breaks 

To build a rhythm that makes you shake 

 

I like soccer because you move your feet 

I like soccer because the friends you meet 

 

You can play new positions, forward or back 

Stop them from scoring or make an attack 

You can show your school spirit and cheer loud 

I’m part of SCORES and very proud! 

 

Ja’niah B., 4th Grade 

Luis Muñoz Marin School 
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Heights 

 

I am afraid of heights 

When I see something tall I say “Ahhhhh.” 

 

I like to fly kites 

Even though I don’t like heights. 

 

But if I was a kite 

At a very tall height 

I’d want to go down,  

down, down to the  

ground, ground, ground. 

 

To the lowest height 

Where I’d have no fright. 

 

Think about those stadium lights 

Oh so bright, but “Ahhhhh” their height! 

 

If I was a light  

I wouldn’t want to be that height. 

Maybe a lamp to turn on at night 

But certainly not a stadium light! 

 

I am afraid of heights 

When I see something tall I say “Ahhhhh!” 

 

Brian M., 5th Grade 

Luis Muñoz Marin School 

Infinity 

 

Infinity is forever 

Like stormy weather 

Or birds that have feathers 

Maybe a guy wearing leather 

 

A bird can fly 

A big old chicken thigh 

I like to read books 

And fish get hooks 

 

Macker B., 4th Grade 

Willow School 

Fall 

 

Fall is cool. 

Leaves fall from the trees. 

We jump in the pile. 

We do it with style. 

 

Nick’olas G., 3rd Grade 

Case School 

Soccer! 

 

I’m playing soccer, 

My shoes went squeak. 

I fell on the floor, 

And said YEEP! 

Took the ball and said YEE! 

He made a goal  

and everyone said YEEK! 

 

Mohammed M., 4th Grade 

Artemus Ward School 
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Untitled 

 

Wooo went the crowd! 

Aaaah went the player. 

He tumbled down the field, 

Clack, clang went the ball. 

Swish went the net, 

Tweet tweet went the referee. 

 

Jihada A., 5th Grade 

Mound STEM School 

Untitled 

 

You would think it’s a bore 

When you think about SCORES 

But when you finally get in it 

You will have fun in a minute 

You try your hardest to kick the ball 

And then your coach would call 

And say you can do it 

You kick the ball in the goal 

It rolled 

And hit the net 

And I will bet 

You won 

And then you danced in the sun 

And you had companionship 

And you did teamwork 

And now you know it’s a not a bore 

To be in the sport 

Of America SCORES. 

 

Ariana V., 5th Grade 

Artemus Ward School 

Me 

 

I am a girl 

I love to play 

I have a brother 

His name is Jay 

I love him a lot 

He cooks in a pot 

He helps my mom 

He has a cousin named Tom 

This is the end 

So long my friend 

 

Jillian A., 3rd Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

When I Grow Up 

 

When I grow up I will be a teacher, 

I will teach kids math and science 

I want to help kids. 

 

I will go to college 

And study hard 

My students will be  

as smart as scientists! 

 

Samari H., 3rd Grade 

Fullerton School 
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Soccer 

 

Squish as I run 

Squash, bash, splash goes the mud 

Smack goes the ball 

Bang! 

I kick  

The ball goes in the goal 

Boo Yah! 

I scored 

 

Elijah V., 4th Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

Soccer 

 

Pass it, pass it, pass it, 

Kick it, kick it, kick it, 

Score, score, score, 

Grass stains everywhere,  

Dirt in my hair.  

My eye is on the net 

Ball zeroed in on the goal. 

Gotta make it, kick hard. 

Thank you America SCORES  

for teaching me soccer.  

 

Albert M., 5th Grade 

Wade Park School 

Sounds of Soccer 

 

I hear cheering  

when I’m running.  

I hear clapping,  

and I hear stomping.  

I hear boom  

when the goalie falls, 

and I hear go go go! 

I hear a smack 

when the ball goes into the goal! 

 

Alfred W., 3rd Grade 

Luis Muñoz Marin School 

Eyes 

 

Some are blue like the ocean 

Some are brown like coffee in the morning 

Some are hazel like the leaves that fall on the ground 

Some are sad and filled with tears 

Some are wise through the knowledge of their years 

Some are happy and full of joy 

They say eyes are the windows to one’s soul 

 

Avianna S., 4th Grade 

Buhrer Dual Language Academy 

I am a Snake 

 

I am a snake, long and slimy, 

I hate that humans are so grimy, 

Tall and loud, 

 Not paying attention, but too proud. 

 

Buildings are huge and round, 

Cars stink and don’t slow down, 

They will make me a pancake,  

I hope they don’t get out a rake. 

 

Giovanni W., 5th Grade 

Willow School 
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Setting My Goal 

 

I’m trying to make a goal,  

If I try my best I can do the rest. 

Sitting down planning  

Getting everything ready 

Goals are the only thing on my mind.  

Wondering if I don’t succeed towards the goal,  

how will the rest of my life be?  

I bet you thought I was talking about soccer, huh? 

Well soccer is fun and great,  

but if I really want to be the best,  

I need to succeed in school, life and all the rest.  

 

Delon H., 5th Grade 

Wade Park School 

A Mover 

 

Moving across the dance floor 

Dancing before I run out of time 

I think of the dance more and more 

Is whatever I’m doing a crime? 

So I keep trying and trying 

If I get hurt I won’t be crying 

When you see me I’ll be a prover 

That I am a mover! 

 

Imanee H., 5th Grade 

Mound STEM School 

Cleveland Cavaliers 

 

Guess What! 

What? 

LeBron James came back  

and is ready to play ball! 

He and his team are ready to play 

The roar of the crowd helps the team shoot 

The team loves their fans 

You should watch a game! 

You will be in awe! 

 

Alfredo S., 4th Grade 

Buhrer Dual Language Academy 
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The Beauty of Fall 

 

Fall colors are pretty.  

The trees turn different cool colors,  

red, yellow and orange. 

Fall is fun when we all get together  

and appreciate the breathtaking colors. 

The gorgeous colors on the leaves bring joy to my heart.   

The leaves shines bright in the night  

and when the leaves fall to the ground  

they dress the ground with colors of brown, yellow and red.  

The sky is blue and the sun brings light into the heavenly night.  

The beauty of fall will always shine bright in my heart.  

I can hear the trees say thank you for coming my way  

and making my day! 

 

Aprieal’e H., 5th Grade 

Willow School 

Kyrie Irving 

 

Boom! 

Goes the net. 

I tell you, I bet. 

Kyrie dribbles hard, 

Like an ace on a card. 

He’s number 2 

No one say, “Boo.” 

He is a king 

Put it on a ring. 

  

He’s taking the ball 

All the way to the mall 

Kyrie made a dunk 

Like a fish that sunk. 

 

Jalijah T., 4th Grade 

Case School 

Sportsmanship 

 

Sportsmanship is what makes sports fun, 

it brings us close like a family of one. 

When you win or lose,  

sportsmanship is best to choose.  

Shaking hands after the game,  

it doesn’t matter who wins or lose.  

 

Keviyah B., 3rd Grade 

Wade Park School 

My Mom 

 

My mom is the best 

She never rests 

She is cool 

She rules the kingdom of moms. 

She loves rice, 

But she doesn’t like mice! 

 

Christopher B., 3rd Grade 

Luis Muñoz Marin School 
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Little Cat 

 

My cat has a little hat. 

My little cat loves his mat. 

My little cat is a little fat. 

My little cat is afraid of bats. 

My little cat tried to lick his milk but, he cried. 

My little cat is sleepy and sometimes he is weepy. 

Case Girls’ Team 

Mr. Pig 

 

Mr. Pig is great 

But he is surely not bait. 

He always likes to dig, 

But never for something big. 

 

He loves to roll 

But he’ll never get into a bowl 

He likes to take a bath 

But never pays attention in math! 

 

He cares about his brother Jack, 

Because he always has his back. 

Mr. Pig loves to wear hats, 

But will never mess with bats! 

 

Leysharie R., 4th Grade 

Buhrer Dual Language Academy 

Bobcat Life 

 

I am a bobcat. 

I have big ears and eyes, 

I eat meat to survive. 

I’m in a family with cats, 

Lions but not rats. 

 

Kenneth M., 3rd Grade 

Mound STEM School 

An Animal’s Life 

 

I am as brave as a lion 

I am as smart as a monkey 

I am as athletic as a race horse 

I am an animal! 

 

In the classroom 

I am as focused as a shark on the hunt 

And my mind soars like an eagle 

 

At home 

I watch for danger like a hawk over its nest 

And protect my family like a bear watches its 

cubs. 

 

On the soccer field 

I run as fast as a cheetah 

And move together with my teammates like 

a school of fish.  

 

I am as brave as a lion 

I am as smart as a monkey 

I am as athletic as a race horse 

I am an animal! 

 

Marco H., 5th Grade 

Artemus Ward School 
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Congratulations to ALL poet-athletes for your 

inspirational performances at this year’s Poetry 

SLAM!  
 

Team Winners: 

 

Gold Mic Award Winners: 

Wade Park School (girls) 

Fullerton School (boys) 

 

Silver Mic Award Winners: 

Buhrer Dual Language Academy (girls) 

Willow School (boys) 

 

Bronze Mic Award Winners: 

Mound STEM School (girls) 

Buhrer Dual Language Academy (boys) 

 

 

 

 

Individual Winners: 

 

1st Place 

Ja’velle Parker (Fullerton) 

Imanee Henderson (Mound STEM) 

 

2nd Place 

Jihada Aaron (Mound STEM) 

Dae’Shawna Harwell (Wade Park) 

 

3rd Place 

Jalijah Tolar (Case) 

Keyla Cabán (Buhrer) 
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Inspired 

 

Soccer is not only about soccer 

It’s about family too 

My teammates encourage me 

They get me in the mood 

 

It’s a competition 

But I stay in my position 

And play my part 

Like I am a musician 

 

The stars inspire me  

how they are so high 

so bright it seems  

they’re right in my eye 

 

It also gets me inspired 

How I learn all the time 

Especially from my mom 

She taught me how to rhyme 

 

I love my mom 

I will always love her 

And will never ever 

Put anyone above her 

 

Ja’velle P., 5th Grade 

Fullerton School 

Individual Winners: 
Ja’velle & Imanee will represent Cleveland at the 2015 America SCORES National Poetry 

SLAM in New York City in April!  

Congratulations! When I Grow Up 

 

When I grow up 

Hmm let’s see 

I wonder what I will grow up to be 

So many options out there to explore 

As I dream I think of more and more 

Maybe a vet, taking care of your pets 

Or a drummer in a band,  

I’d love my own drum set 

A baker of cakes, so sweet and yummy 

A doctor that takes care of  

little kids tummies 

A dentist that takes care of your teeth 

A famous dancer because I’m so light on 

my feet 

 

A reader of news 

A seller of shoes 

A sewer of tutus 

A singer of blues 

 

A rapper 

A tapper 

A cool picture snapper 

A lawyer or judge that enforces the law 

If I locked you up would you be mad or 

haw 

 

All of these things I could possibly be 

Till then I will just be the best me I can be 

Keeping good grades 

Staying in school 

Following the rules 

And being real cool 

I have big dreams of what I can be 

No limits can be put in front of me 

Options and options as far as I can see 

Whatever I choose I will always 

be….Imanee! 

 

Imanee H., 5th Grade 

Mound STEM School 
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The Middle School Program: 
Each week, poet-athletes read a selection from Eduardo Galeano’s 

book, Soccer in Sun and Shadow, and then wrote a journal entry. 

 
Responses to “Planning for the future (and a back-up plan!)”… 

“My plan for the future is to finish school then go to college, I will live in a big house with no 

kids, a Mercedes Benz, and have two jobs.  My first job will be as a doctor and my second will 

be as a soccer player. College is important because you need a diploma to get a job.” -

Mersaides H., 6th Grade (Mound STEM School) 

 

“My future involves playing sports. If I cant play soccer, my back-up plan is basketball. If I 

can’t play for some reason, I will get a job teaching kids how to play soccer and basketball so 

they get the same experiences I have as a kid.” -Dennell G., 7th Grade (Artemus Ward) 

 

“I want to be a professional soccer player. But if something were to happen and I couldn’t do 

it anymore or it didn’t work out, I would go to school to be a chef. I love to cook and make 

my own recipes. I love food. I also like to try different foods because trying something new is 

not bad.” -Chayce L., 8th Grade (Robinson G. Jones) 
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Responses to “A time that you got blamed for something that you didn’t do.” 

“One time when I got blamed for something was when my sister broke the mirror and said it 

was me. I was angry and I wanted to run away and call my granddad so I could go live with 

him.  I thought I would never get over the fact that she lied and I was in trouble. In soccer, 

goalies also get blamed a lot. Others say that they need to be put off the team because 

they couldn’t protect the goal. Goalies probably feel bad too when they try, but people get 

angry and say that they didn’t try hard enough.” -Kayla M., 6th Grade (Mound STEM) 

 

Responses to “Something you find a great joy in and explain how you would feel if you were 

told they could no longer do that activity.” 

“I really like dancing. I may not be a good dancer, but I still like doing it. But if someone took 

away my dancing, I would most likely have a breakdown. Dancing helps me get loose,  

without it, I would always be tense. Dancing helps me concentrate on things. Before when I 

did soccer, at my old school, I would dance to get focused. If someone took that all away, I 

would go berserk.” -Fadwa A., 7th Grade (Robinson G. Jones) 

 

“Something that I find enjoyable is drawing things in nature. When I draw, my mind is free of 

distractions. I would be very angry and sad if I could no longer draw, but I would take a     

minute to find something else to clear my mind. Maybe I could write about nature’s beauty 

and draw with my words instead of a pencil.” -Johana M., 7th Grade (Artemus Ward) 
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The Jr. SCORES Program: 
In its inaugural season, Jr. SCORES poet-athletes wrote their first       

poems while learning to work together on the soccer field! 

Colors 

 

Green, pink, orange, and blue 

Pink is the color of the milk I drink. 

Orange is the color of the oranges I eat. 

Green and blue can be found on trees 

and water. 

 

Nala J., 1st Grade 

Wade Park School 

My Self-Portrait Poem 

 

My name is Julian. 

I am six years old. 

I have 2 brothers and sisters. 

I am very smart. 

I am really good at playing X-box. 

My best subject in school is math. 

 

Julian W., 1st Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

My Acrostic Poem! 

 

A:Adorable 

P: Pretty 

R:Rosey 

I: Ice Cream 

L:Love 

 

April M., 2nd Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

How Are You Feeling 

 

I feel happy when I am eating pizza 

I feel mad when I  get bullied 

I feel sad when mom goes to work 

I feel afraid when dolls are by me 

 

Isaiah E., 1st Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

My Soccer Sensory Poem 

 

I hear soccer balls rolling, 

I smell grass. 

I see people kick the ball. 

I feel the wind. 

I taste watermelon and water. 

 

Uriah M., 2nd Grade 

Mound STEM School 
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Colors 

 

Red, blue, purple, and pink, 

Four bright colors to be seen. 

Blue is the color of the sky. 

Purple is the color of the cars. 

Pink and red can be found in the 

flowers on the ground. 

 

June M., 2nd Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

 

Untitled  

 

I have a cat who chews on a bat 

And sleeps in my mat 

And has a hat who has a rat 

 

Julian W., 1st Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 

Growing Up Tall Like A Tree 

 

I want to be a milkshake maker when I grow up 

When I am a milkshake maker one of my jobs will be 

to make a milk shake 

To do this: I will need to buy ingredients 

That way  I  can give people milkshakes 

Doing this job will be kind of fun 

 

Author Unkown 

Robinson G. Jones School 

My Soccer Sensory Poem! 

 

I hear a whistle. 

I smell sweat. 

I see people. 

I feel the wind. 

I taste water. 

 

Marsean  A., 2nd Grade 

Mound STEM School 

Colors 

 

Green, red, black, and blue, 

Four bright colors to be seen. 

Blue is the color of the sky. 

Green is the color of trees. 

Red and black are the color of my 

favorite crayons. 

 

Chris M., 2nd Grade 

Robinson G. Jones School 
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Congratulations to 

all Fall 2014  

Poet-Athletes! 
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America SCORES Cleveland would like to thank the following local  

sponsors who continue to make our program a success: 

TEAM CHAMPIONS 

$50,000-$99,000 

The Cleveland Foundation 

Fairmount Minerals Foundation 

P4SS, a program of Greater Cleveland  

Neighborhood Centers Association 

Third Federal Foundation 

 

MVPS 

$10,000-$24,999 

The Abington Foundation 

Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation 

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 

The Honor Project 

MyCom Initiative 

Nord Family Foundation 

Thomas H. White Foundation, a KeyBank Trust 

United Way of Greater Cleveland 

FANS 

$5,000-$9,999 

Anonymous Donor Family, the Cleveland  

Foundation 

Aon Foundation 

AXA Foundation 

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund & Credit First 

National Association 

Ginn Foundation 

Howard & O’Brien Executive Search 

KeyBank Foundation 

Ohio Savings Bank 

RPM International, Inc. 

United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland 
 

SUPPORTERS 

$2,500-$4,999 

Anonymous Corporate Donor 

Anonymous Individual Donor 

BJ’s Charitable Foundation 

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 

KeyBank Foundation 

Medical Mutual of Ohio 

America SCORES Cleveland serves over 250 poet-athletes in 8 public K-8 schools!  

Find us online! 

Facebook.com/SCORESCleveland 

@SCORESCleveland 

AmericaSCORESCleveland.org 

3631 Perkins Avenue, Unit 2CE • Cleveland, Ohio 44114 • 216-881-7988 


